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While it has certainly been tough in many parts of Australia, we have

been fortunate in our region to be having a sound season so far. The

crops are finishing well & Ryan is busy getting hay in the shed.

 

This year we used the smart shepherd technology to mother up ewes

and lambs to ensure our pedigrees are correct. While time consuming,

we believe it will support our programme going forward.

 

Our 2019 sale was a great show of commitment from our loyal clients

& we thank you and trust the rams will work for you. Ryan offers

classing and delivery of rams on purchase to all clients. He enjoys

seeing how the rams hold up in many different climates & how they

grow out.

 

We recently purchased a ram from Wallaloo Park which ticks a lot of

boxes for us. They swapped it into the sale from their reserve, so lucky

us and you!

 

In March, we took a number of paddock reared rams to the Lucindale

field days. We had a great spot and lots of visitors and hope to be

there again next year and will of course be at the South East merino

field days at Keith in July.

 

We also have engaged the services of neXtgen Agri and sheep

consultant Dr. Mark Ferguson.
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Welcome to the Kiandra Newsletter

The power of precision

At neXtgen Agri we work with progressive

breeders all over Australia and New Zealand. 

We are pleased to be working with Kiandra Poll

Merinos. One of the key things we help people

with is to get a sound strategy in place to ensure

the right information is collected and processed

in the right way. This ensures the ASBVs being

generated are the most accurate as possible.

This both allows us to select the right rams to

keep as sires as well as to provide good

information to commercial ram buyers.  This

new level of information, when matched with

visual appraisal, allows us to achieve great rates

of genetic gain. Underpinning genetic

evaluation is full pedigree and good genetic

linkage with the wider database. These will be

the focus over the next few years at Kiandra to

build the accuracy of breeding values while

simultaneously improving the overall genetic

merit



 

In 2019, We have used the 

smart shepherd technology 

for pedigree. It involves a 

waterproof pod containing 

a Bluetooth sensor attached 

to a collar placed around the neck of both ewe and lamb. 

They are left on for 2 days then removed and information

downloaded and sent to the smart shepherd server to match

parentage.It will enable us to capture maternal pedigree of

lambs and mothering ability of ewes. This information will

improve our ASBVs and MP+ and DP+ indexes.

Smart Shepherd
 

Introducing New Technology

It will enable us to
capture maternal
pedigree of lambs
and mothering
ability of ewes

 

LAMBS 2019 
 

Lambs were born in July August to

better match pasture growth and

feed utilization. Stud ewes were run in

one mob up until 2 weeks prior to

lambing. They were then separated

into sire groups. Lambing was to start

on the 10th of July this year, but was

slow at the beginning, with most

lambs born from July 20 to august 1.

Weaning results of 130%.
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We recently sold our commercial

wether lambs. They were weaned at 8-

10 weeks, averaged 32 kg and sold at 12-

14 weeks, averaging $130/head. This is a

great result and achievable for Kiandra

clients. By selling at this age, the ewe’s

recover quickly to achieve the target 3.5

condition score to maximize conception

rates.
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Kiandra on property auction held

September 17, with 80 rams offered, 62

sold. Top bid was lot 25 at $5200, by loyal

client Mr. Andrew Terry from Naracoorte,

who has bought rams for many years from

Kiandra. We thank Andrew for his

continued support & wish all buyers from

2019 success with their rams.


